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A GROUNDBREAKING new book featuring contributions 
by some of the county’s leading historians on the history 
of the Big House in Kerry has been published by Tralee 
couple Maurice and Jane O’Keeffe.

BY COLIN LACEY
The homes of the county’s gen-

try and nobility the length and 
breadth of Kerry are explored in 
the lavishly illustrated volume, 
via the iconic buildings which 
once dominated the local land-
scape.
Twelve historians  contribute 

to the book, which also features 
photographs from the collection 
of the late Tralee historian Rus-
sell MacMorran, who travelled 
the county with his camera cap-

turing images of buildings many 
of which have been demolished 
and lost to time.
According to Maurice and Jane 

O’Keeffe, the book is hugely sig-
nificant. 
“It’s groundbreaking, as such a 

work which presents the social 
history of the Big House in Kerry 
has never been written before.
“Rather than an architectural 

history, people are very much 
centre stage,” Maurice said.
Jane, who has written four chap-

ters for the book, said she has a 
life-long interest in Irish Big 
Houses.
In 2013, she published ‘Voices 

from the Great Houses: Cork and 
Kerry’ drawing on the extensive 
sound recordings of Irish Life 
and Lore which she runs with 

Maurice.
The husband-and-wife team 

were joined in the book’s publi-
cation by their daughter Helene, 
a UCC lecturer, who designed and 
laid out the 320-page volume.
The new publication coincides 

with the centenary of the destruc-
tion of many of the Big Houses 
during the War of Independence 
and Irish Civil War.
According to Maurice, the book 

“covers an area of Irish history 
which hasn’t been looked at be-
fore and examines in-depth the 
lives of the people that lived in 
the Big Houses in the past”.
“Every single article is just fan-

tastic with lots of new informa-
tion. The book is scholarly but 
still very readable,” he said.
The book, which will retail at 

€39, features a foreword by Sir 
Adrian FitzGerald, 24th  Knight 
of Kerry, and an introduction by 
Milltown native Dr John Knightly.
‘The Big House in Kerry: A so-

cial history’ will be available in 
the coming weeks in all Kerry 
bookshops and from www.irish-
lifeandlore.com.

 ■ New book reveals Upstairs-
Downstairs life in Kerry

 ■ Historians examine world 
of county’s landed elite

 BEHIND THE DOORS OF THE BIG HOUSE 

LAUNCH: Maurice and Jane O’Keeffe 
have published a new book on the 
Big House in Kerry with contributions 
by the county’s foremost historians.

OPENING DOORS TO  
A FORGOTTEN WORLD

Some of the county’s foremost his-
torians explore the rise, peak and 
demise of the Big Houses of Kerry 
in the new book which examines 
the history of well-known houses 
and estates, including:
• Ardfert Abbey
• Beaufort House
• Tralee Castle
• Kilmorna House
• Tarbert House
• Kilcoleman Abbey in Milltown
• Callinafercy House
• The Reeks, Killarney
• Kilmurry House, Castleisland

• Belville House, Portmagee
• Ballyheigue Castle 
• Muckross House
• Killarney House
• Collis Sandes, Tralee
• Derryquin Castle
• Rossdohan, Sneem 
• Churchill House, Tralee
• Flesk Castle, Killarney
Amongst the contributors are Dr John 
Knightly, Dr Declan Downey, Tom 
Dillon, Kay Caball, Jane O'Hea O’Keeffe 
and Dr Patricia O'Hare, while former 
Tánaiste Dick Spring contributes a 
chapter titled ‘The Spring Journey: 
from Lavenham to Kerry’.

How  How  
the other the other 
half livedhalf lived

ALL-STAR DAVID Clifford has more in common 
with former Kerry great Jimmy Deenihan than 
his All-Ireland senior football medal –  he has 
also signed up for the GOAL Mile this December 
and has encouraged others to take part in what 
has become a Christmas tradition.

BY MAJELLA O’SULLIVAN
The Fossa man has regis-

tered to take part in the GOAL 
Mile in Killarney and hopes 
this will inspire others to take 
part in the event which is also 
taking place in Castleisland, 
Killorglin, Kenmare and Lis-
towel this Christmas.
He helped launch the charity 

event at St Brendan’s College 
in Killarney at the weekend 
along with Olympic rower 
Monika Dukarska and five 
times All-Ireland winner, for-
mer Arts Minister and current 
GOAL board member Jimmy 
Deenihan.
Clifford said it was an ‘hon-

our’ to support the charity, 
which this year is celebrat-

ing the 40th anniversary of 
the GOAL Mile when tens of 
thousands of people will run 
or walk a mile – or just 2,000 
steps – in villages and towns 
across Ireland and around the 
world for the humanitarian 
aid agency’s programmes in 
Africa, South America, the 
Middle East and Ukraine.
He said: “I was honoured 

to be asked to support the 
40th  anniversary of the 
GOAL Mile and encourage 
my fellow Kerry men and 
women to sign up for a Mile 
this Christmas.
“I’m also delighted that 

Kerry is now home to five 
GOAL Mile events located in 
Castleisland, Killorglin, Ken-
mare, Killarney and Listowel. 

“The Mile is a fantastic way to 
bring people together during 
the holidays and have some 
fun while supporting our 
Irish born humanitarian aid 
agency."
Mr Deenihan, who’s served 

on the board of GOAL since 
2017, says around 1,000 peo-
ple completed the GOAL Mile 

in Kerry last Christmas and 
he’s hoping for an even big-
ger turnout this year that will 
help the aid agency continue 
its work.
“Last year GOAL provid-

ed aid to 18.5 million of the 
world’s poorest and most vul-
nerable adults and children 
across GOAL’s 14 countries of 

operation. This would not be 
possible without the generos-
ity of the Irish people, thou-
sands of whom carry on the 
much-loved tradition of the 

GOAL Mile every year,” Mr 
Deenihan added.

To register to take part in a GOAL 
Mile near you this Christmas, visit 
https://www.goalmile.org/

 ■ All-Star backs the 
GOAL Mile tradition

Now David’s targeting another goal

GOAL MILE: Kerry All-Ireland champion David Clifford, Olympic 
rower Monika Dukarska and former minister, Kerry footballer 
and GOAL board member Jimmy Deenihan lined up on Friday 
with students from St Brendan’s College in Killarney to launch 
this year’s GOAL Mile.

Two teens to 
face rape trial 
in Tralee 
TWO TEENAGERS are to 
stand trial in the Central 
Criminal Circuit in Tralee in 
January on charges of rape 
and sexual assault of a 
young girl.
The teenagers, aged 19 and 

17 respectively, are both from 
Kerry and are charged with a 
total of eight offences alleged 
to have occurred in Kerry on 
July 26, 2020.
Neither of the co-accused 

or the complainant can be 
named according to law.
The 17-year-old is charged 

with three counts of rape 
and two counts of sexual as-
sault on a girl who was aged 
16 at the time of the alleged 
offence.
The 19-year-old is charged 

with rape and two counts of 
sexual assault on the same 
girl. 
The jury trial is expected to 

last at least one week.
Solicitor Eimear Griffin ap-

pears for the 19-year-old man. 
Ms Griffin is instructing bar-
rister Katie O’Connell and 
Seamus Clarke SC in the case.
Solicitor Brendan Ahern ap-

pears for the 17-year-old and 
he is instructing barrister 
Richard Liston and Mark 
Nicholas SC.
It will be the first time in 

four years that the Central 
Criminal Court will have sat 
in Kerry.
The last Central Criminal 

Court  case was the trial 
of Michael Ferris from Rattoo, 
Ballyduff, who was charged 
with the murder of Anthony 
O’Mahony in  Ballyduff on 
April 4, 2017.
A jury at the Central Crim-

inal Court sitting in Tralee 
in October 2018 acquitted 
Ferris of the murder charge 
but found him guilty of Mr 
O'Mahony's manslaughter.

Man charged with 
drugs offences in 
Killarney
A MAN living in Killarney 
is alleged to have had over 
€1,600 worth of drugs at his 
home address in August of 
last year, Killarney District 
Court has heard.
Appearing before Judge 

David Waters with the aid 
of a Lithuanian interrupter, 
Marius Jezerkauskas (32), 85 
Cahernane Meadows, Killar-
ney, was charged with having 
cannabis to the value of €672, 
and amphetamine with an 
estimated value of €949, for 
sale or supply on August 20 
last year.
Both charges are contrary 

to Section 15 of the Misuse of 
Drugs Act.
Jezerkauskas is also alleged 

to have both  amphetamine 
and cannabis in his possession 
for his own personal use,  con-
trary to Section 3 of the Misuse 
of Drugs Act.
Giving evidence of arrest, 

charge, and caution, Garda 
Mary O’Shea said  Jezerkau-
skas made no reply when 
charged.
The drugs were found after 

a straightforward search and 
detection at  Jezerkauskas’ 
home, Sergeant Kieran O’Con-
nell told the court.
After hearing a summary of 

the facts from the prosecuting 
garda, Judge David Waters ac-
cepted jurisdiction.
Jezerkauskas was remanded 

on continuing bail to appear 
before the December 6th sit-
ting of the District Court in 
Killarney for a plea or to set a 
date for hearing.
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